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TO INDEPENDENCE OAKS COUNTY PARK

Independence Oaks and Independence Oaks-North preserve
nearly 1,300 acres of open space, offering an oasis for wildlife
as well as humans seeking respite from daily stresses.

The park is easily accessible from I-75 and offers many
amenities, including 12 miles of trails, boating, fishing,
swimming, picnic and archery opportunities as well as a
nature center and youth group camping area. Mounted, bike
and vehicle patrols are provided by the Oakland County
Sheriff’s Office.
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The Lewis E. Wint Nature Center a

offers interactive exhibits, year-round

educational programs for all ages, classrooms, meeting areas
and rest rooms.

Memorial Day-Labor Day

Sun. 1-5 p.m Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m-5 p.m.
Labor Day -Memorial Day
Sun. 1-5 p.m. Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

The nature center staff strives to support healthy lifestyle habits by
fostering family outings and an appreciation of the outdoors. They
offer year-round programming for families, scouts, students and
individuals.

Professional naturalists lead special homeschool programs and

school field trips that meet Michigan Department of Education

Science Standards K-12. Year-round field trip experiences range
from cider making to “tracks on tees” and snowshoeing.

The staff also conducts tours, hikes, birthday parties, scout
programs, StarLab (inflatable planetarium), community outreach
and customized innovative programs tailored to a group’s specific
needs and interests.

The Rubach Sensory
and Klein Water
Gardens offer living
laboratories and

are maintained by
volunteers.

The success of many

recreation and environmental programs depends on volunteer
efforts. Nature center volunteers assist with interpretive programs,
seasonal special events, captive animal care, sensory garden care
and exhibit preparation. Volunteers also help conduct wildlife
surveys and care for park and natural areas.

PARK HOURS

Summer 7 a.m.-sunset
Winter 8 a.m.-sunset
or as posted

ESSENTIAL INFO

9501 Sashabaw Road
Clarkston, MI 48348
Phone: 248-625-0877

WINT NATURE CENTER
Phone: 248-625-6473

ADMISSION

Oakland County Parks daily pass or Annual Vehicle Permit
required, available at the park office, contact station and
nature center. Annual permits can also be purchased online
or at many locations throughout the county.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES COMMISSIONERS

2800 Watkins Lake Road
Waterford, Ml 48328-1917
248-858-0906
1-888-0CPARKS
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Ebony Bagley, Chair
J. David VanderVeen, Vice Chair
Andrea LaFontaine, Secretary

Shanell Weatherspoon
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